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Just a few years ago the idea of a digital-to-analogue converter coupled to a headphone amplifier
seemed hopelessly niche.
Just a few years ago the idea of a digital-to-analogue converter coupled to a headphone amplifier
seemed hopelessly niche. Not any more. The D1 is a USB-powered DAC, which gives it true
portability. Naturally, it will accept a signal through the USB input, but it also offers the option of an
optical connection. We prefer the sound through the latter for its extra refinement, but the differences
between the two aren’t massive.
Fed a series of uncompressed and high resolution recordings (up to 24Bit/96kHz) the D1 delivers a
tonally well balanced and informative sound. There’s a decent dose of dynamic thrust with the likes of
Tinie Tempah’s Pass Out and an ability to unravel the busy production without spoiling the music’s
message. Move to Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture and the Audioengine delivers a good dose of detail.
It’s a refined sound without excess hardness, but with enough bite to satisfy.
The D1 is happy driving a wide range of headphones. All it lacks sonically is a touch of rhythmic fluidity
and a small degree of precision. Still, the D1 remains a fine buy.
Not any more. The D1 is a USB-powered DAC, which gives it true portability.
Naturally, it will accept a signal through the USB input, but it also offers the option of an optical
connection.
We prefer the sound through the latter for its extra refinement, but the differences between the two
aren’t massive.
Audioengine D1: Sound quality
Fed a series of uncompressed and high resolution recordings (up to 24Bit/96kHz) the D1 delivers a
tonally well balanced and informative sound.
There’s a decent dose of dynamic thrust with the likes of Tinie Tempah’s Pass Out and an ability to
unravel the busy production without spoiling the music’s message.
Move to Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture and the Audioengine delivers a good dose of detail.
It’s a refined sound without excess hardness, but with enough bite to satisfy.
Audioengine D1: Verdict
The D1 is happy driving a wide range of headphones.
All it lacks sonically is a touch of rhythmic fluidity and a small degree of precision. Still, the D1 remains
a fine buy.
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